
As we come to the end of another busy term, I would like to begin by acknowledging the 
exceptionally hot weather experienced recently. I hope that all of our families have managed to 
stay safe, keep hydrated and find ways to stay cool.

Pupils also deserve credit for their approaches throughout the warmer days. We have been 
impressed by how sensibly our pupils have responded, remembering to drink fluids, taking 
opportunities to cool down (even though this meant a change in routine on occasions) and looking 
out for one another.

The Phoenix Gardening Competition has been a wonderful celebration of the creativity, care and 
imagination of our pupils. Pupil linked, themed installations showcased special interests and 
favourite things, set up carefully despite the rain! Jurassic Petherton Park will always be a fond 
memory for me, along with seeing the Weetabix construction workers.

As we move towards the final weeks of the school year, there is still plenty to look forward to. We 
hope to see as many of you as possible at the end of term celebration and I have been immensely 
proud of every one of the pupils whilst reading their end of year reports. It is also wonderful to see 
just how many activities and learning sessions the pupils have contributed to in past 12 months. 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. Together, we continue to create 
a vibrant, creative and caring environment with pupils at the centre of all we do.

On a final note, it has been a pleasure and a privilege to work with the children at Petherton Park. I 
will miss them all for a variety of reasons, each linked to their personalities and strengths as 
individuals. I wish them every success on their school journey and know they will become fantastic 
adults with much to offer the world with their unique and creative perspectives and resilience.
Beccy Wainwright, Headteacher
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School Leadership Message

July - Key Dates

3 School closed for INSET

10 Pupil Party @ 2.00

14 Y9&10 Vaccination Catch Up

21 End of Year Picnic @ 11-12

21 End of Term @ 12.00

Safeguarding
~ Is everyone’s responsibility ~

If you have any safeguarding concerns about any 
child (not just a child within our setting), please 

contact our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL):

Zoey Shelley 07725 406993 
zshelley@phoenixschools.org.uk

or
Beccy Wainwright 0330 1358 200

beccy.wainwright@phoenixschools.org.uk

Alternatively, contact our Operations Director 
responsible for Safeguarding Governance:

Darren Jackson
djackson@plcl.org.uk

mailto:zshelley@phoenixschools.org.uk
mailto:Beccy.wainwright@phoenixschools.org.uk
mailto:djackson@plcl.org.uk
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Pupils’ Gallery

It’s been competition time 
at Petherton Park School 

this month. For the 
Phoenix Learning and 

Care’s best garden setting, 
our entry ‘The Pocket 

People of Petherton Park’ 
was small but mighty! Our 

school’s Bake Off entry was 
appropriately rainbow 

themed and almost as tall 
as Joel’s unifix cube tower!
Pennywell Farm was a new 

venue for some of our 
pupils and almost as lovely 

as Little Clayhill Farm ☺



Therapies Team

Using ‘Empathy’ in the PACE Approach

What is Empathy?
Being empathetic means the adult actively showing that the child’s inner life is 
important to the adult and that they want to support the child during their hard times.

The adult is demonstrating that they know how difficult that experience is for the child.

The adult is telling the child that they will not have to deal with the distress alone.

The adult is communicating strength, love and commitment; and building confidence 
within the child that sharing their distress won’t be too much for the adult - that
TOGETHER they will get through it.

Useful Strategies
“You are so upset about this right now. That must be really hard!”

“You wanted to have another turn so badly. You were so excited about it and it’s so 
unfair that we ran out of time”

“I know it’s hard for you to hear what I’m saying.”

“I can see it is hard to be close to me; I will be here when you are ready.”

“It’s really nice to be sitting here with you now. I was really worried about 
how you were feeling when you wanted to run away. Those feelings must 
have been really big. I wonder if you thought…”

“How are those big feelings now, do you think we can get going on this 
together?”

“So, we need to find a way together for this to feel possible. Because I am worried about 
you and I am interested in your learning.”



Therapies Team

Using ‘Empathy’ in the PACE Approach
Useful Strategies
“I’m going to get everyone else started, and then I am going to come back to you.”

“How are those big feelings now, do you think they’re going to let us get any work 
done?”

“What I would like to try is that we’ll look again together at what you need to do. I will 
start you off and then I will check back in with you, how does that feel to you?”

Sentence starters

• It sounds like it’s been really tough…

• You have had lots of tricky times…

• I am so sorry it’s been so hard for you…

• I can’t even imagine how that was for you…

• I really want to hear how it’s been for you…

• That must have been so painful…

• I think you are saying…

• I think I get it…

• That makes real sense for me…

• I think I am starting to understand now…

• I think you might be letting me know that…

• If you had words for those feelings, I wonder what they would be…

• Let’s make sure I’ve got that right…

• As you were talking, I was starting to think that maybe…?

• Does this make any sense…?



See 17/6/26 email for details.
Please RSVP as soon as possible!



PUPIL PARTY



Online Safety



Here is the CIA team’s inclusive activities calendar for Summer, which is full of fun activities 
for children and young people who have a disability and/or additional need. Activities 
include nature story walks, tabletop games, music making, hydrotherapy, soft play and 
many more! The Community Inclusion Activity team are going to deliver 2 trip per week – 
please see the calendar for more information!
The calendar, and more information about the Community Inclusion Activity Team, can be 
found under the Local Offer at Activities for families (somerset.gov.uk)

                                  

Inclusive Activities Calendar for the Summer 

Holiday from the Somerset CIA Team

https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/?d=yu_avONo20gpkJMEYg9OpazWEr9GU-tmezksXkomGprgSWHmL_vMWkbulOIkC2cs&f=AuhMqHwgYXwTwUgzyim5Lm8PDt7bPtRhQdXFyvXdHRtTm6VVB1JYqT5VOOgndbUa&i=&k=sqmv&m=uGVEZALEPqJWWM4GvculXHjJKDXHg9xvWl_VARF0mvY11BPWinUyv2kdVlak8rhlgwib1trwPDQLoWd72nnFWBMT7ONei6xoy_AmcUqGDFkq89paVdP9n7XYzpE25lAg&n=GKjzVS-98SGCfqReYWV1CfjneFp2otq_GdJIKYdduwcPw8i78njAvYKoxkMIfb_l8ESy1ojx5greglVzHef6iLSqqwe8M8p7fzjvIj34R68&r=WwKZdbR35MPTkrW7jNgsS36gUFfCZW48uS-eGGA4YZqLpJ_7angbebapNPH8V5CV&s=09c896a5529591e2fb8dca31f12586298c9b9d3e8576709d594e1fbdcc4f572d&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.somerset.gov.uk%2Fchildren-families-and-education%2Fthe-local-offer%2Fleisure%2Factivities-for-families%2F
















Dates for NEXT SCHOOL YEAR
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